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Greeks found their backers had disappeared. The
British began openly to doubt their ability to stay in
Anatolia. The Italians had no liking for them. The
French had swung right over and were actively assisting
the Turks with aeroplanes and war material.
The French had observers in Angora. They now
sent M. Franklin-Bouillon to come to terms with the
Turks. He worked in secret and by stealth ; but there
are no secrets in Turkey, It is a vast whispering gallery
and the only hope of secrecy is in the fact that so many
are the lies that the truth may be sometimes buried
beneath them.
The Italian and the British Governments watched the
negotiations from a distance. Their position and the
urgent instructions to M. Franklin-Bouillon from Paris
were a caustic commentary on secret diplomacy. It
became obvious that the French were bargaining for
special trade facilities and had guaranteed to press for
the revision of the Treaty of Sevres. It had little force
with the French Government that they had promised
to make no separate peace with the enemy; and on
the aoth of October, 1921, they signed, without refer-
ence to their-allies, a secret treaty of peace with the
Turks. Every chancellery in Europe was aware of its
existence, but it had to be left to an American journalist
to find a copy and publish it to the world before diplo-
matic action could be taken.
The Greek sticking power was limited. Their re-
sources had been strained to the utmost and were near
to snapping. At home they were torn by the factions
of Royalist and Venizelist who hated each other as much